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NOTIFICATION OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 

Patent Application No.: 2001-071680 
Examiner's Notice Date: September 29, 2004 
Examiner: M. Hirai 

Applied Provisions: Section 29 (2), Section 36 

This application is rejected on the grounds stated below. Any opinion about the 
rejection must be filed within 60 days of the mailing date hereof. 

REASONS 

A. The invention(s) recited in the following claim(s) is unpatentable 
under Section 29 (2) of the Patent Law, as being such that the invention 
could easily have been made by a person with ordinary skill in the art to 
which the invention pertains, on the basis of the invention described in 
the following publication(s) distributed in Japan or a foreign country prior 
to this application or the invention made available to the public through 
electric telecommunication lines in Japan or a foreign country prior to this 
application. 

REMARKS 

[Claim 1] Reference 1 is applicable. 
Reference 1 discloses the following matters. 

(1 ) A user program of sharing a memory among a plurality of processes, which 
operates in a host, is made executable in a cluster system formed of a plurality of hosts, 
without conversion of the user program, (paragraph 9, last 5 lines) 

(2) FIG. 1 is a memory sharing apparatus in a cluster system formed of a 
plurality of hosts. The apparatus comprises a host 100, a host 110, host operation 
monitoring means 120 for monitoring operations of the hosts, interhost lock managing 
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means 130 for performing lock control between the hosts, and an interhost shared disk 
device 140 which is shared between the hosts (paragraphs 12-13). 

(3) Lock/memory correspondence information 108 existing in each host 
manages correspondence information among lock identifiers, and memory addresses 
and memory sizes corresponding to the respective lock identifiers (paragraph 19, FIG. 
3). 

(4) Lock/saving area correspondence information 101 which exists in each host 
and lock/saving area centralizing information 141 recorded in the interhost shared disk 
apparatus 140 manage lock identifiers and information of saving areas of a shared 
memory corresponding to the respective lock identifiers (paragraph 20). 

The saving areas of Reference 1 correspond to the cluster shared files of claim 
1. The lock/memory correspondence information, the lock/saving area 
correspondence information and the lock/saving area centralizing information of 
Reference 1 perform operations corresponding to those of the cluster shared memory 
mapping means and the cluster shared memory lock allocation means of claim 1. 

The invention recited in claim 1 can be easily conceived by one skilled in the 
art on the basis of Reference 1 . 

B. The application fails to satisfy the requirements under Section 36 (6) 
(i)-(ii) of the Patent Law, on the grounds that the specification and the 
drawing(s) are defective in the following respect(s). 

REMARKS 

1 . The description of claim 1 fails to clarify the positions of the cluster shared 
memory map means, and cluster shared memory lock allocation means. With 
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reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, it seems that the server computer has these means. 
Further, although claim 1 fails to clarify where these means exist, the Detailed 
Description of the Invention is inevitably regarded as disclosing that the server has 
these means. 

Therefore, the inventions recited in claims 1-4 are unclear, and not supported by 
the Detailed Description of the Invention in the specification. 

Since the specification has many typographical errors, the whole specification 
should be reviewed. 
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application) 
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The inventions of the claims other than the claims (claims 2-4) mentioned in this 
Official Action are not rejected with respect to novelty and inventive step. If a new 
reason for rejection is noticed, a further Official Action will be issued. 
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